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district levels. She has served as VFW
post and district commander. She has
held chairmanships on the national
level and has been on the National
Women Veterans Committee for the
past 3 years. She currently serves as
senior vice commander of the Ken-
tucky VFW, and this Saturday she will
be named the first female veteran
State commander of the XKentucky
VFW.

We owe our veterans an unimagi-
nable debt for their service to our
country. In this new post Martha will
continue to serve her Nation by advo-
cating on veterans’ behalf. Martha
works to make real the VFW’s vision:
ensuring that veterans are respected
for their service and recognized for the
sacrifices they and their loved ones
have made on behalf of a grateful
America.

So today I ask that my Senate col-
leagues join me in recognizing Martha
J. Cassity’s lifetime of service to our
country and wishing her well in her
new post as veteran State commander
of the Kentucky VFW. She is a true
friend to Kentucky veterans, to the
Commonwealth, and to our country.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

——
HONORING TWO GREAT MEN

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I want to
join our Republican leader in recog-
nizing the birthday of the 41st Presi-
dent of the United States, George H.W.
Bush. It is possible that nobody ever
came to the Presidency with a prepara-
tion that exceeded his in both diplo-
macy—he served as the first U.S. emis-
sary to China in those decades and he
served as the head of the CIA. He
served as Vice President.

I was just reading a few days ago an-
other and new retelling of what hap-
pened as the Soviet bloc fell apart—the
importance of both President Reagan
and President Bush, who brought his
unique background to that time when
it was so unpredictable what might
happen. Frankly, the results turned
out to be carefully managed by this
President as the Berlin Wall fell, as
these countries came together, and
President Bush’s skills were in great
evidence, as they were when the coali-
tion was put together to push back
what the Iraqis had done in Kuwait.

But probably his greatest example to
all of us is an example of a man of
kindness and generosity—some would
say an almost too forgiving nature to
have risen in politics as he did. But on
his 90th birthday it is a good time for
Americans to reflect about his service
to the country. His wife’s birthday was
just a few days ago, and on her birth-
day we also want to think about their
family and what their family has
meant to the country.

My understanding is that President
Bush has announced that he intends to
jump out of an airplane for the third
decade in a row as he did on his 70th
birthday and 80th birthday, and will do
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on this 90th birthday. I am not sure the
judgment to do that is quite as good as
the judgment he showed in managing
the future of the country. But if you
are 90, you only get to be 90 once, and
I am sure he is the only 90-year-old
President to have jumped out of an air-
plane in 3 different decades. We appre-
ciate the service of George H.W. Bush
to his country, from signing up to be
the youngest pilot in World War II
until the service that he continues to
provide as a former President of the
United States.

I was thinking about him and the
other World War II veterans as we see
them leave us as heads of families, as
examples we could turn to, and of the
thought of another veteran whom one
of my colleagues was mentioning just a
few days ago, Senator MORAN’s father
Raymond Moran.

Raymond Moran died on D-day at 98
years old. Senator MORAN and I have
been good friends for a long time. I
know we speak on this floor in the Sen-
ate about ‘“‘my good friend, our long
time relationship.” This is a case
where we really have been close
friends. We have been so close that in
the couple of decades now that we have
known each other, I have heard a lot
about JERRY MORAN’s father and his
mother.

JERRY was lucky enough to have both
of his parents until just a couple of
years ago, and his mom and dad were
together until just a couple of years
ago. JERRY’s father was a staff ser-
geant in North Africa and in Italy. He
was not part of the D-day invasion,
even though his death on June 6, the
70th Anniversary of D-day, is a signifi-
cant day for all the veterans of that
conflict.

The stories I heard about Senator
MORAN’s father were the stories that
you would think a man from Plainville,
KS, would be part of—quiet, unassum-
ing, church-going, passing along the
values that he stood for to his family,
and working hard and believing in
some way that somehow his children
could do anything they wanted to do.
Then he had the opportunity to see his
son in the Congress of the United
States representing that huge district
in western Kansas and then in the Sen-
ate of the United States.

These two stories are very different—
the stories of George H.W. Bush and
Raymond Moran. But the lives that
these two men led are very similar in
the values that they stood for and the
values of their generation—the genera-
tion that Tom Brokaw called ‘‘the
greatest generation.”” These are funda-
mental and foundational values to
what we are all about as a nation.

———

HEALTH CARE

This week the Senate stepped up
united as we seldom are these days to
talk about the veterans of that war and
our other wars and the obligation that
we have to our veterans. The bill that
the Senate passed yesterday, which I
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cosponsored and I voted for, can be bet-
ter and, frankly, it will be better after
we get a chance to have a conference
with our House colleagues—maybe a
conference similar to the conferences
we used to hold. It is time we get back
to the normal way of doing business.

But the underlying approach and key
significant change this bill the Senate
passed yesterday brings to the veterans
is more options and more opportuni-
ties. Particularly our younger veterans
want to see more choices. They want to
have more information.

When Senator STABENOW and I spon-
sored and initially put the bill forward
in early 2013, the Excellence in Mental
Health Act, the Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans were among our greatest sup-
porters along with law enforcement
and the mental health community.
This was for an act they thought had
the potential to provide more options
for treatment, more places to go, more
ways to get the mental health treat-
ment and access you would like to have
that worked with family, that worked
with jobs. These are young veterans
who left the military but still have lots
of obligations that they want to, need
to, and should be trying to fulfill for
themselves, their families, and the
work they have chosen to do, so the as-
sistance we can give them with more
options is important.

This bill will give veterans more op-
tions. If the Veterans’ Administration
fails to meet their needs in an appro-
priate way or if a veteran is 40 miles or
an hour away—or any way you measure
traffic and time—from a veterans facil-
ity, that veteran will have the ability
to permanently get the care they need
at any facility that accepts Medicare
patients at the Medicare rate, and that
would be the reimbursement rate the
government and the VA will be obli-
gated to pay.

Even if a veteran lives next door to a
VA hospital, if that hospital could not
see that veteran within the time the
law will ultimately decide is the crit-
ical time—by the way, there are occa-
sions when the critical time is right
away. For a veteran suffering from a
heart attack or contemplating suicide,
there is no waiting period for them. If
a veteran can’t be seen within 14 days
for routine medical care, that veteran
will get a card that says they can go
wherever they want to go.

I hope that is the way this final bill
works out so veterans will have lots of
options. I think the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration is going to be better if they
have to compete. I have thought that
for a long time.

I was at the Truman veterans facil-
ity—I stand here at one of the desks
Harry Truman used when he was in the
Senate. His name is carved in the desk
drawer. Anyway, I was at the Truman
veterans facility in Columbia, MO,
with my longtime good friend Dewey
Rehms, who advises me on veterans
issues with the VFW, and we were
meeting with the people who run that
hospital. Dewey Rehms said: As Sen-
ator BLUNT has been saying for at least
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